NOAHS ARK COMMUNITY PRE-SCHOOL
33. ICT policy

(September 2025)

Aims

We aim to use ICT at Noahs Ark Community Pre-school to: 

· Promote and extend the children’s learning 

· Learn and use the correct terminology, e.g. monitor, menu, keyboard

· Encourage frequent use to promote and develop skills and knowledge

· Provide opportunities for children to work in pairs

· Offer a wide variety of ICT equipment and software to build up experiences and skills

· Extend learning experiences both indoors and outdoors

· Ensure the well-being and health of the children is supported

· Present technology which is appropriate to the children’s development

· Develop self-esteem and self-reliance by encouraging independent use of technology

Internet Access

The Pre-school plans to utilise a number of strategies to ensure safe use of the internet including:
· Watchful supervision whilst encouraging independent use.

· Use of parental controls including ‘white lists’ of suitable websites.

· Staff to be present at all times when children are accessing the internet.

Camera/Ipad – use of Photographs

· Aims:

· To use photography to extend learning both indoors and outdoors

· To document activities and progress as part of our observation processes

· Photographic evidence of activities and progress

· To assess, plan and record learning opportunities

· For training purposes

· To observe children progress

· As an extension of language

· Links to learning and teaching through ICT 
· To upload photos to facebook and to advertise Preschool ( Parents prior consent will be obtained for this)

· For use on photos for displays with parents consent.
Photographs are used in many ways within the Pre-school.  The staff and children are encouraged to use photography to capture learning experience or children’s achievement.  Throughout the year photographs are taken and used in conjunction with activity displays.  For example:

	Photographs
	Purpose

	Displaying the children’s work
	To record for future reference ideas and topics

	Children’s birth months
	Photographs are placed alongside the child’s  month this can be used as a learning resource to discuss month and year

	Visual time table
	To enable children and carers with English as an additional language to be aware of our routines.

	Albums 


	Children can look at or discuss past activities or festivals, e.g. dressing-up for

Halloween or an art display for Diwali

	Profiles
	A documented report by the child’s key person of the child’s achievements and developmental progress. Children are encouraged to bring in photos from home.

	Childrens  choice
	The photographs children take using the digital camera. They gain experience through the use of technology.

	School policy folders
	This is use to enlighten visitors and parents of the school and its ethos


Points to consider

At Noahs Ark Community Pre-school we are aware of the sensitivity when using photographic images of the children within the setting, so the following is taken into consideration:

· The child’s feelings or views are considered, e.g. does he/she object to having their photo taken

· Photographic images are used to illustrate positive issues, e.g. the child’s achievement or discovery, sharing or working together

· To promote and encourage inclusive practice

· To adhere to culture issues so as not to offend, e.g. some cultures may object to photographs being take of their child.

If for any reason photographs, video or sample of the children’s work is to be displayed outside the pre-school parental permission will be obtained in advance. 

Any visiting professionals, students or researchers who may need to take photographs or video to document their work must be made aware of the need for confidentiality and that children should not be identifiable in anyway. 

Parents are informed of the use of the digital camera within the setting and the location of this policy.  Parents are also encouraged to comment or express any concerns or suggestions.

This policy is reviewed annually 3rd September 2025
Signed on behalf of the Pre-School: Taira Darling  

Position:   Manager            
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