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NOAHS ARK COMMUNITY PRE-SCHOOL

21.Outdoor play policy

(September 2023)
Our outdoor area will be developed to enable the children to play and learn throughout the seasons.  It is our aim that the outdoor area is an extension of the indoors providing the children with a fully integrated learning environment including activities planned around the seven areas of development. We will ensure that the outside space is available as much as possible, whatever the weather. We are also lucky enough to have a forest/open space next to us that we can utilise.
The objectives for the outdoor play area are:

*To become a natural resource for the children’s learning.

*To include the outdoor space when planning for the children’s learning and development.

*To ensure that the outdoor area offers the children the opportunity to investigate and explore, problem solve and use their imagination and creativity.

*To provide the children with opportunities to develop their gross motor skills, with activities such as climbing logs, balancing on trees and a slide in the garden, log steps to help coordination, different tools to utilize.
*To observe, assess and record the learning that takes place outdoors.

*To give the children ownership of their learning in the outdoor area.

*To help the children to learn to care for the outdoor environment.

*To enable the children to develop an appreciation of the world, including growing plants.

*To develop a respect for the outdoor environment and to learn to care for living things.

*To provide opportunities for the children to relax, enjoy and have fun together outdoors.

*To teach the children to use tools effectively and safely by following the ground rules for the outdoor space.

In order for us to minimise any risks to children using the garden, all staff must ensure the garden is safe and secure.  This includes ensuring that it is checked for any contamination, such as animal mess and broken glass, before the children are allowed access, and carrying out a daily risk assessment.
This policy is reviewed annually 
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